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Corli Witthuhn Visedekaan by Agriwetenskappe
(Lynne Rippenaar, KampUSnuus 01-06-2009)

Prof Corli Witthuhn (foto), die gewese voorsitter van die
Departement Voedselwetenskap, is vroeér vanjaar as nuwe
Visedekaan van die Fakulteit Agriwetenskappe aangestel. In haar
nuwe rol sal prof Witthuhn veral betrokke wees by strategiese
beplanning vir die verskeie departemente wat onder die vaandel
van die Fakulteit AgriWetenskappe resorteer. Kampusnuus het
met haar gesels oor haar nuwe pos.

AHi erdie pos bied my geleentheid
kontakte op te bou en nuwe geleenthede aan te pak. Ek het ook

die skuif gemaak omdat ek hou van die strategiese

planne wat die dekaan van die Fakulteit, prof Mohammad Karaan,

vir die Fakulteit het en omdat dit verder sou beteken dat ek nuwe
uitdagings sou kon aanpak, maar nog steeds in dieselfde fakulteit
kon bly. o

Prof Witthuhn is as mikrobioloog opgelei en spesialiseer tans in
Voedselmikrobiologie in die Departement Voedselwetenskap. Haar
navorsing fokus spesifiek op die waarneming en identifikasie van
bederf en patogene mikrobes in voedselprodukte.

) ' , 28 Sy het i n -gr8ad th MikrobiolBgi @n Chemie aan die
Universiteit van die Vrystaat behaal. 6 n Jaar | ater het sy 6n honneursgr e
universiteit verwerf, asook modules in Klassieke Kultuurgeskiedenis, Politieke Wetenskap en Ekonomie in
1992 en 1993 voltooi. Daarna het 6n MSc en 6n PhD gev

I'n 1999 het sy hier én pos as dosent in die Departe
seni or dosent in dieselfde departement aangestel. T
departementele voorsitter gedien en in 2006 hierdie pos tot Februarie 2009 permanent gevul.

Prof Witthuhn het ©édn positiewe uitkyk en meen dis bel
haar | ewe te h-°. Sy is ook nie iemand wat doekies om
6n on-kkenr rniagror si ngsomgewi ng na O6n pos te beweeg wat n
j a. AEKk dink die gestrukt ur e e rmahpassingl Div lekker gegeelte enwdee p o s
uitdaging van hierdie nuwe pos is dat ek nou kan kyk na wat in verskeie departemente in ons fakulteit gebeur

en 6n bydrae op 6n wyer platform kan | ewer. 0

Sy meen die US doen baie vir vroue op Kkampavaserss@vaar v 0 e g
kry in die navorsingsomgewings by alleuni ver si t ei te omdat dit so én ontset
Ek voel nog steeds daar is baie ander geleenthede vir vroue om

6n groot bydrae te | ewer. o

Prof Witthuhn is met Leon getroud en hulle het twee seuns, Leon (8) en Joubert (6).

Enkele interessante feite
T Prof Witthuhn het reeds 37 ewekniebeoordeel de art

vaktydskrifte gepubliseer;

Sy was die studieleier van 22 nagraadse studente;

In 2001 ontvang sy die Young Scientist Grant van die Federation of European Microbiological

Societies;

1 Sy het as resensent opgetree vir internasionale vaktydskrifte soos die Journal of Dairy Science,
Microbial Ecology en die International Dairy Journal;

1 Sy het die International Foundation for Science se toekenning ontvang om die FoodMicro2006-
kongres van die twintigste internasionale ICFMH-simposium in Bologne, Itali€, by te woon.

1 Prof Witthuhn dien ook sedert 2008 as lid van die Aanstellingskomitee van die Senaat van die US en
is tans die voorsitter van die Akademiese Programkomitee van die Fakulteit Agriwetenskappe.
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New Appointment Professor Umezuruike Linus Opara, PhD CEng
Research Chair in Postharvest Technology, Department of Horticultural Sciences

Professor Opara has joined Stellenbosch University as Research E
Professor and South African Research Chair in Postharvest Technology !
under t hSeuthDA8idad Research Chairs Initiative (SARChI). The
Chair is hosted by the Department of Horticultural Science in the Faculty
of AgriSciences. Before coming to South Africa, Professor Opara spent
just over 6 years at Sultan Qaboos University in Oman, where he
developed research and teaching programs in postharvest technology
and held various management and administrative positions including
Director of the Agricultural Experiment Station and Assistant Dean for
Postgraduate Studies & Research. In recognition of his research
contributions and output, he rece
Researcher Award.

sity

His research and academic career started in New Zealand where he
worked briefly as Postharvest Engineer in a research and development
company prior to joining the Agricultural Engineering Department at
Massey University in Palmerston North as lecturer in postharvest
engineering. He was a founding member of the Centre for Postharvest & Refrigeration Research at the
university, and as Program Leader of the Bioproducts Quality Research Group in the Institute of Technology
& Engineering, he pioneered the application of computational fluid dynamics modelling as a tool for improved
understanding and prediction of airflow and cooling inside ventilated packaging.

At Massey University, Professor Opara held a range of academic management positions including Program
Director of Engineering Technology, Program Leader for Bachelor of Applied Science (Personal Program),
and Program Leader for Agricultural Engineering. He also served in various senior university policy bodies
including the University Governing Council, Academic (Professorial) Board, Academic Committee, Inter-
Ethnic Research Committee, and the Search Committee for the appointment of new Vice-Chancellor.
According to Professor Opara, part of the highlights of his time at Massey University was the recruitment,
training and mentoring of postgraduate students, some of who have returned back to their countries in
research positions while others are working in various research capacities in Australasia.

Professor Opara brings with him an extensive experience in industry-focused research and capacity building.
He has considerable international experience in formulating and implementing postharvest technology training
projects in the South Pacific, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, and has worked as postharvest technology
expert and consultant for the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, World Health Organisation, World Bank,
and New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade.

A chartered engineer, Prof Opara is an active member of several international scientific societies such as the
Institution of Agricultural Engineers, European Association of Agricultural Engineers, American Society of
Agricultural & Biological Engineers, International Society for Horticultural Science, Asian Association for
Agricultural Engineering where he served as Vice-President (Postharvest & Biotechnology), and Board
Member of the International Commission on Agricultural Engineering (CIGR) Section VI (Postharvest
Technology and Process Engineering). He is the Founding Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of
Postharvest Technology & Innovation, and formerly Associate Editor of The CIGR Journal of Scientific
Research & Development.

According to Professor Opara, a critical role of the Chair is to contribute to the development of knowledge and
human capacity to support and enhance the competitiveness of the South African agricultural and horticultural
industries. He is looking forward to the opportunities of collaborating and cooperating with the various
stakeholders in this challenging but exceedingly exciting endeavour.



Geneticist wins prestigious award

Dr Monique Zaahl, senior lecturer in Genetics won a prestigious National
Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) award at a gala dinner on the

26th May 2009 a t Emperorbés Palace Conver mpt o
in Gauteng. She won the award in the NRF sponsored T W Kambule
category J: O0Di stingui s h e dtheYast®ogph r ov

years' for a programme of research into disorders resulting from iron
overload.

In this category awards are made to distinguished young black
researchers normally under the age of 40 (a male and a female
separately) over the last two to five years.

Dr Zaahl's extensive investigation into the molecular basis of iron
overload disorders has provided new insight into the complexity of iron
metabolism and related cellular pathways. Her work is aimed to
determine the role of genes involved in iron homeostasis in a range of
diseases where iron has been implicated, including primary iron
overload, oesophageal cancer, porphyria cutanea tarda and multiple
sclerosis, within the diverse South African populations. Results of this
study have led to a better understanding of the mechanisms involved in
iron metabolism. This, in turn, contributed to better management of
patients and resulted in new standards of care.

As winner of this ward, Dr Zaahl will receive a research grant to cover research costs.

Int he 6Science and Technology communityd the Annual
awards are a platform for acknowledging the contributors of knowledge production.

The NSTF is a forum consisting of various professional bodies and councils, learned societies, private and
government sectors involved in the advancement of science. As part of its mandate the NSTF organizes the

NSTF awards. The aim of these awards is to O6recoghni
individuals for their outstanding contributions to the Science, Engineering, Technology and Innovation (SETI)
communityd and the effect that such contributions wil
and the quality of life of people in general and South Africans in particular.

Hofmeyr van Schaik Medalje wenner

—

Tydens die jaarlikse honneurs verwelkomingsfunksie
van die Departement Genetika op 3 Febraurie 2009
is die Hofmeyr van Schaik Medalje aan Beatrix
Coetsee oorhandig. Beatrix het tydens 2008 haar
Honneurs graad aan die department Genetika voltooi
met O6n gemiddeld van 80 %.

Die Hofmeyr van Schaik medalje word jaarliks deur
die Suid-Afrikaanse Genetiese Vereniging (SAGV)
toegeken aan die mees uithemende vierde jaar
student in Genetika (BScHonneurs of BScAgric). Om
te kwalifiseer vir die t
finale punt van ten minste 75% behaal. Die medaljes
word oor die hele Suid Afrika by alle Universiteite met
Genetika departmente / afdelings oorhandig.

Die medalje is ter nagedagtenis aan die SAGV se
eerste president (Dr JDJ Hofmeyr) en sekretaris (Dr
T van Schaik) en word geborg deur Dr JH Hofmeyr
en Prof N van Schaik (emeritus professor van
Genetika, WITS).

Beatrix is tans besig met haar MSc in Genetika waar
sy haar studies in wingerd viruses voortsit.

Beatrix Coetzee ontvang die Hofmeyr van Schaik Medalje as . . . .
beste Honneurs student in Genetika van Prof Johan Burger, Die Genetika Departement is trots op Beatrix met

Voorsitter: Departement Genetika haar prestasie.



Omnia Nutriology Merit Award for the Best Student Presentation

The annual conference of the South African Society of Crop Production, the Soil Science Society of South
Africa, the Southern African Society for Horticultural Sciences and the Southern African Weed Science
Society, better known as the Combined Congress, was held at Stellenbosch University from 19-22 January
2009. The event was attended by nearly 500 delegates from across the country and from as far as Russia.
The Food Science Department had 5 delegates in attendance, four postgraduate students (Paul Williams,
Gerida du Toit, Kim O6Kennedy and Allison Burgers) a
Fox is a researcher from the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries, Queensland Grains Research
Laboratory, Queensland, Australia who spent one year as postdoc at Food Science. Allison Burgers an MSc
Food Science student hails from lowa State University, USA. She spent three months at the Department
working with Glen on evaluation of methods to determine maize hardness. Glen, Paul, Gerida and Allison
presented talks as well as posters.

The delegates from Food Science was delighted when Paul was awarded the Omnia Nutriology Merit Award

for the best student presentation during the Conference Banquet. The t i tl e of Paul &8s pr e:c
detection of Fusariumi n mai ze by NI R hyperspectr al i magi ngdé whi
currently registered for his PhD at the Department of Food Science.

From left to right: Paul Wil liams, Ki m i@ady €oit and Allligon Butgers n F o x , Ger

The 13th Congress of the Southern African Society of Human Genetics (SASHG)

The 13th Congress of the Southern African Society of Human Genetics (SASHG), organized by human
geneticists from the Division of Molecular Biology and Human Genetics, and the Departments of Urology and
Genetics, was held at Spier Estate, Stellenbosch, from 5-8 April 2009 (http://www.sashg2009.co.za/). The
biennial meeting provides a forum for clinical geneticists, medical biological scientists, nurses and genetic
counsellors to meet. Thi s year és meeting was attended by 155 d
students. There were a record number of exhibitor booths, which illustrates the growing importance of
genetics in health care and research, and the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and Cape

Biotech also made financial contributions.

The academic programme consisted of nine plenary sessions and two poster sessions, covering a range of
topics, from cancer and cardiovascular genetics to gene therapy and service delivery.

Nine international speakers took part in the programme and some of the plenary presentations were definite
highlights of the meeting.

Prof Hugh Watkins, field Marshal Alexander Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine at Oxford University,
delivered an informative plenary presentation on cardiovascular genetics, referring to exciting recent findings
of genome wide screening and association studies (GWAS) that identified a potential candidate locus on
chromosome 9, as well as his own groupébés interest

Prof Erwin Schurr, James McGill Professor of Human Genetics and Medicine at McGill University in Canada,

reported on hi s groupos resul ts i n identificati

presentation linked very well to that of Hugh Watkins, referring to more of the difficulties implicated in mapping
4
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and identification of genes involved in complex diseases. Amongst others, he illustrated the importance of
selection criteria and population stratification for case-control association studies.

Dr Michael Christiansen from Statens Serum Institute in Denmark spoke about his group 6 s W 0
mitochondrial genetics, while Dr Kathryn Robson from the Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine at
Oxford University gave an overview of the iron overload disorder, haemochromatosis. She shared their
experiences in increasing awareness, and improving diagnosis and treatment of the condition.

Profs Ulf Kristoffersson from the University Hospital in Lund, Sweden, and Irma Nippert from
Universitatsklininikum Mdinster, Germany are both involved in initiatives such as the EuroGentest,
EUCROMIC, EUROGAPPP and drafting of OECD guidelines to ensure the quality of genetic services, as well
as research on the social and ethical impact of genetic testing on society in developed and developing
economies.

The plenary session on genetic counselling, introduced by Prof Clara Gaff from the University of Melbourne,
Australia, evoked more discussion on various issues related to genetic counselling.

In another plenary session Prof Matthew Wood, the third presenter from Oxford University, presented some of
thelat est findings of his groupbs research on gene
using a novel technique that will enter clinical trials in the UK shortly.

The majority of oral and poster presentations were from SA delegates and the quality of SA research
showcased at the congress testified that excellent work is being performed at different institutes.

The prize for the best student oral presentation went to Jaysen Knezovich (NHLS, University of the
Witwatersrand) for his work on the effect of alcohol on the methylation status of the H19 imprinting control
region in mice. His results indicated that excessive paternal prenatal ethanol exposure influences the
methylation pattern of developmentally significant imprinted genes in sired offspring, correlating with reduced
postnatal growth.

Gemma Carvill (Div. of Human Genetics, University of Cape Town) won the first prize in the poster category
with her poster on genomic copy variations in South African patients with mental retardation. The second and
third prizes for best posters went to Kyla Brady (Dept.of Genetics, University of Pretoria) and Olivia Herd
(NHLS, University of the Witwatersrand), respectively.

The next congress will be organized by human geneticists from the Division of Human Genetics, University of
Witwatersrand in 2011. More information will be available at www.sashg.org closer to the time.

Members of the Organizing Committee with Dr Phil Mjwara (Director General of Department of Science and Technology)
who delivered the official opening address of the conference
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Sustainable forest management in Africa Symposium
African Solutions to African Problems in Natural Forest Management

The Department of Forest and Wood Science hosted an international symposium on sustainable forest
management in Stellenbosch during the week of 3 to 7 November 2008. The symposium was attended by
100 delegates from 20 different countries and included delegates from 18 different universities and four
international research organisations. The objective of the symposium was to discuss issues relevant to natural
forest management in Africa. Papers were presented by 56 presenters and covered the following topics:

Forest disturbance and recovery

Productivity and yield regulation systems for natural forests
Resource harvetsing and use management practices
Multiples resource use for diverese forest needs

Forest management through institutional arrangements
Rehabilitation of degraded and cleared forests

Forests and climate change response

E R ]

The symposium was supported by the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), Centre for International
Forestry Research (CIFOR) and the African Forest Forum (AFF), and presented under the auspices of the
International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO). Generous donations used to sponsor
delegates to attend the symposium, were received from FAO, CIFOR, Husqvarna and GEM Diamond.

Delegates attended a field day at Newlands Forest in Cape Town where Prof. Coert Geldenhys explained the
different aspects of forest disturbance and recovery processes. After the symposium a small group of
delegates attended a post-symposium tour to the southern Cape indigenous forests. For more information
about the symposium and the papers presented please visit the symposium website at
www.sun.ac.za/forestry

Prof Coert Geldenhuys explaining disturbance and recovery processes
during the field day at Newlands Forests


http://www.sun.ac.za/forestry

IUFRO Management Committee visits Stellenbosch University and the
Department of Forest and Wood Science

The Management Committee of the International Union of Forest Research Organisation (IUFRO), of which
Stellenbosch in a member, spent an afternoon and evening with staff and students of the Department of
Forest and Wood Science here in Stellenbosch recently.

The department was indeed privileged to host Prof. Don Lee (IUFRO President- Korea), Prof Risto Seppala
(past President - Finland), Prof John Innes (Vice-president - Canada), Prof Niels Ehlers Koch (Vice-president
- Denmark), Mr Peter Mayer (Executive Director - Austria), Mr. Alexander Buck (Deputy Director - Austria), Dr
John Parotta (Chair of Congress Scientific Committee - USA), Mr. Park (Chair of Congress Organising
Committee - Korea), Dr Su See Lee (General Board Member - Malaysia) and Prof Mike Wingfield (Board
member representing Divisions i South Africa). Unfortunately Prof Richard Guldin (Task Team Coordinator
Science/Policy T USA) had to leave for home early and did not attend the day.

The IUFRO management committee meets twice a year and this visit coincided with a meeting scheduled for
South Africa.

During the discussions, which consisted of and overview form the Department of teaching and research
initiatives and a presentation form Prof Don Lee on the positioning of IUFRO to 2020, various ideas and were
exchanged which will most certainly result in closer collaboration of Stellenbosch University with IUFRO.

Korea is hosting the 2010 World Congress in Seoul and a number of scientists from the Department will
attend this prestigious meeting.

Back row: Ben du Toit, Philip Fischer, llsa Botman, John Innes, Pierre Ackerman, Tim Rypstra, Kobus Theron, Mike Wingfield
Middle row: Alexander Buck, Risto Seppala , Paxie Chirwa, Peter Mayer, Thomas Seifert, Cori Ham
Front row: Mr Park, Niels Ehlers Koch, Don Lee, Jolanda Roux, Su See Lee, John Parotta, and Anton Kunneke



Continued education in forest finance and economics course

The Department of Forest and Wood Science presented a post graduate level forest finance and economics
course in 2008. This course was attended by six of
degree coursework as well as 12 delegates from the forestry industry. Prof. Michael Jacobson, of
Pennsylvania State University who is an extraordinary professor at Stellenbosch presented the course. The

entire course consisted of two one-week block sessions and other homework and assignments which were
completed during the studentds time away form Stell en

The first bl ock course in May 2008 consisted of stud
second block in October 2008 was mainly taken up by a series of presentation from guest lecturers from both

South Africa and abroad and comprised the involved: Mike Howard (Fractal Forest Africa), Martin Engelbrecht
(Forestry Valuation), Stuart Christie (Sustainable Forest Management), Roger Godsmark (FSA), Cobus Kok

and Piet Bezuidenhout (SAFCOL), Walter Warkotsch, (Technical University Munich, Germany), Andre Roux
(Institute of Futures Studies) and Bo Dahlin (University of Helsinki). The students were required to present
mini-projects completed in the time period between the two block courses to the course.

The second block was marked by lively discussions and debates about topics ranging from land valuation,
timber investment schemes, and international economic trends to carbon credits. This is a Stellenbosch
University accredited course and participants who successfully complete the course receive credits towards a
masterds degree. The course wildl be presented again
information please contact Cori Ham at cori@sun.ac.za or 021 808 3297.

Course participants listening to Ben du Toit talking about bio-energy plantations
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