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At once evocative and suggestive, this exemplary book gives me hope that 
educators and scholars across the world will seize the opportunity to self-reflect 
and enlarge and enrich both their research and their practice in ways that will 
markedly contribute to the revitalisation of the higher learning in the twenty-first 
century. The urgency of the need for revitalisation of both research and practice in 
this domain of inquiry cannot be overstated. 

Prof Clifton Conrad 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

In looking at the construction of curriculum from a trans- and multidisciplinary 
perspective at the higher education level, this book initiates and supports the 
issues of curriculum design and purposes, especially in fields outside the discipline 
of educational studies. 

Dr Eileen Raymond
State University of New York at Potsdam, USA

A great strength of the book is its ability to face out from South Africa and deal with 
theories and issues to do with curriculum which affect all of us in higher education 
... an interesting, engaging and vibrant book. 

Prof Gina Wisker
Brighton University, UK

Together the chapters contribute to a book that is quite broad in scope, whereas 
the individual chapters add a depth of analysis that is often lacking in higher 
education studies. The chapters are on the whole very rigorously researched, well 
written and offer many fascinating insights into both the concept of ‘curriculum’ 
but also of change in a contemporary higher education context. 

Dr Kelly Coate
National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland
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A most stimulating collection of articles on the current state of South African higher 
education and of scholarly inquiry into key issues of higher education in South 
Africa, as well as in other parts of the world. There is a considerable richness of 
ideas, findings, reflections and analyses which should make the book very relevant 
to informing and inspiring much of the current debate about higher education 
in South Africa and about priorities in further research on higher education. The 
coverage of pertinent issues is broad and encompassing, if understandably not 
altogether complete; it ranges from questions of policy and epistemology to matters 
of curriculum, governance and professional development, and to frontiers and 
agendas for further research; one would have wished for more attention to issues 
of financing and of the relationship between universities and the state, especially 
as regards university autonomy. While the analyses are competently cognisant 
of the literature and scholarly debates in higher education internationally, they 
remain focused on the particular problems of South African higher education and 
its further development. 

Hans N Weiler
Professor of Education and Political Science, Emeritus

Stanford University, USA

In my judgement, this book should be of considerable interest to higher education 
researchers outside of South Africa, as well as within, for the general and 
comparative assessments it makes. The South African higher education researchers 
included within its covers have clearly engaged with research and writing from 
many parts of the world, which they have then applied to make sense of their own 
condition. 

Malcolm Tight
Professor in Higher Education, 

Lancaster University, UK
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