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BACKGROUND

Invasive amphibians are a relatively recent global
phenomenon, but their impacts are only assessed in a
handful of examples (Kraus 2015). However, a robust
knowledge of impacts is required to be able to classify
their invasive status (Measey et al 2016).
Snails are an important indigenous faunal group on
Mauritius, with nearly 35% of 125 species now extinct and
many more threatened (Florens 2013). Although there are
multiple stressors on remaining species, one unquantified
threat is from the invasive guttural toad, Sclerophrys
gutturalis, originally from southern Africa (Measey et al
2017). Snails are common in the stomach contents of
toads, which are present throughout diverse island
habitats.
This project attempts to quantify the impacts of invasive
guttural toads on native snails in Mauritius. The study will
take an empirical and experimental approach. First, the
student will study stomach contents and availability of
prey from multiple sites on the island. Second, an
enclosure experiment will be undertaken with marked
toads and snails over set periods.
The student will be expected to work in Mauritius with a
local student for extended periods. The project qualifies
for a CIB bursary.
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