UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

GUIDELINES FOR EXAMINERS OF THESES AND DISSERTATIONS

1.  The work that is submitted to you for examination is

	A Master’s thesis (50% research work)
	

	A Master’s thesis (100% research work)
	

	A Doctoral dissertation
	


Examiners are expected to work independently of one another in evaluating candidates’ work. Supervisors or promotors may, however, be consulted to clarify aspects of a particular study or the context within which it was undertaken.

2.  The requirements for each are the following:

(a) Thesis  

A thesis can be presented in either of two formats:

(i) A “Course Master’s” thesis that is normally between 20 000 and 30 000 words in length and presents a defendable argument that is based on research of limited extent. The thesis contributes a weight of 50% of the final mark. The additional study, which includes written examinations, contributes a weight of 50% of the final mark.

(ii) A “Research Master’s” that aims to make research opportunities available to students in Education and to further develop expertise in research. For this degree a research thesis (100% full thesis) of between 40 000 and 50 000 words in length is required. It presents a defendable argument that is not necessarily an original contribution. An oral examination will be conducted before the final mark is calculated.

(iii) Doctoral dissertation   

A Doctoral dissertation that is normally between 70 000 and 90 000 words in length and that demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Senate that the candidate has made a particular contribution to the enrichment of knowledge in the chosen field, with evidence of independent, critical, judicative faculty. Furthermore, that the dissertation that has been submitted contains an original contribution to the particular field of study that is of such quality that it ought to be published in a suitable scholarly journal or book. An oral examination is conducted to the satisfaction of the Senate.
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3.  Recommendation form

Examiners are required to complete the accompanying recommendation form and return it together with a narrative report (see par. 4) to:



Ms Sally le Roux

Faculty of Education


University of Stellenbosch


Private Bag X1


MATIELAND (STELLENBOSCH)


7602

4. Narrative report 

Examiners are also required to submit a more comprehensive narrative report (see Appendix A for guidelines) together with the recommendation form.

UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

EXAMINER’S RECOMMENDATION FORM AND NARRATIVE REPORT

PLEASE COMPLETE THE RECOMMENDATION FORM AND THE NARRATIVE REPORT

A.

RECOMMENDATION FORM

	Title of thesis/dissertation:



	Candidate:   



	Examiner:




	RECOMMENDATIONS

Made with regard to 

50% "Course M"  o   100% "Research M"   o   Doctoral dissertation  o


	CRITERIA
	

	That the degree be awarded to the candidate.


	A

	That if specific minor amendments are made and recommendations followed to the satisfaction of the supervisor/promotor, the relevant degree be awarded.
	B

	That, on condition that certain factual or textual corrections are made to the satisfaction of the supervisor(s)/promotor(s)/examiner(s), the degree be awarded.
	C

	That the candidate revise the thesis/dissertation and submit it for re-examination.


	D

	That the degree is not awarded.


	E

	In the case of a 50% Master’s thesis or 100% Master’s thesis: What is the mark (out of 100) that you award this work? (Not applicable to doctoral dissertations.)
	


PERMISSION

	That the name of the examiner may be disclosed to the candidate
	
	YES
	NO


B.     COMPREHENSIVE NARRATIVE REPORT
(See Appendix A for guidelines)

(You may extend this table to two or more pages or submit it as a separate report.)

__________________________                                          _______________

Examiner’s signature                                                                     Date

APPENDIX A
GUIDELINES FOR COMPILING EXAMINERS’ NARRATIVE REPORTS

Examiners may consider the following guidelines in compiling narrative reports. The type of study (Course Master’s/Research Master’s/Doctoral dissertation) will naturally determine the weight of the various guidelines. A report is normally written in the form of a detailed discussion and analysis of the study and includes a critical evaluation of the success of the study.

Candidate demonstrates:

1. An understanding of the purpose, nature and extent of the investigation
2. Sufficient familiarity with the interpretation of relevant literature for his/her research
3. A proper theoretical and methodological grounding
4. Skill in the case of a M-student and skill and creativity in the case of a PhD-student,  in the selection and use of research methods, techniques and strategies
5. A systematic, well-founded and coherent means of presentation
6. Competence in analysing, interpreting and critically assessing data with regard to the meaning/importance of the findings
7. Accepted linguistic and technical conventions of presentation of research
