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COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This course seeks to attain the following objectives:

1. Provide a broad knowledge base of community psychology as a mode of intervention for social transformation

2. Provide practitioner skills to be able to conduct consultation in a community setting

3. Provide opportunities for students to integrate theory and practice in conducting community psychology interventions 

The course will be linked to direct involvement in the Botriver/Grabouw/Elgin communities. Students in the course will be planning and implementing appropriate interventions in communities in the Overberg region in the week of 24-28 March 2003.  Broader levels of intervention will also be conducted at local schools and other community settings. Interventions will be developed in concert with community needs, and resources and expertise of the students and community collaborators.

Topics for Class Presentations

Discuss the concept of Community Psychology from the following framework or perspective:

Bespreek die konsep gemeenskapsielkunde vanuit die volgende raamwerk of perspektief:

Critique against mainstream psychology/Critical psychology 

Community mental health 

Central values of community psychology

Models of community psychology

Levels of Psychological Intervention 

Roles of the Community Psychologist

Epistemological and methodological considerations (philosophy & method)

Person-in-context /Ecological perspective

Salient Themes of Community Psychology (Cross cultural psychology; Social change; Prevention, etc) 

COURSE TEXTS:

Precribed text:

Seedat, M., Duncan, N., & Lazarus, S. (Eds.) (2001). Community psychology: Theory, method and Practice. Cape Town: Oxford Press.

Supplementary Texts and Journals:

Lazarus, S. (1988).  The role of the psychologist in South African society:  In search of an appropriate community psychology.  Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Cape Town.

Naidoo, A.V., & Van Wyk, S.B. (2003). Intervening in communities: Combining curative and preventive interventions. Journal of Intervention and Prevention in Communities. Haworth Publishers. 

Naidoo, A.V., Shabalala, N., & Bawa, U. (2003). Community Psychology.  In L. Nicholas (ed.), Psychology: An introduction. Cape Town:  Van Schaik. 

Naidoo, A.V., Van Wyk, S.B., & Carolissen, C. (In Press). Community mental health.  Unpublished manuscript. 
Orford, J.  (1992).  Community psychology: Theory and practice. Chichester: John Wiley & Sons.

Prilleltensky, I., & Nelson, G. (1997).  Community psychology: Reclaiming social justice. In D. Fox and I. Prillelensky (eds.), Critical psychology: An introduction, pp 167-184. London: Sage. 

Prilleltensky, I., & Nelson, G. (2002). Doing psychology critically. London: Palgrave MacMillan.  

Rappaport, J., & Seidman, E. (2001). Handbook of community psychology. New York: Kluwer/Plenum. 

Scileppi, J.A., Teed, E.L., & Torres, R.D.  (2000). Community Psychology:  common sense approach to mental health.  New Jersey: Prentice-Hall.

Seedat, M., Cloete, N., & Shocket, I. (1988). Community psychology: Panic or panacea. Psychology in Society, 11, 39-54.

The Journal of Community Psychology (Journal Section 365 in Gericke Library); also available on the internet.

The American Journal of Community Psychology (Journal Section 365 in Gericke Library)

Additional Resources:

See website for Community Projects and Community Psychology Master’s Module on the internet: 

http://www.sun.ac.za/psychology/TVNaidoo/MASTERS-MODULE.html

COURSE EVALUATION

Performance in this course will be evaluated in several ways:

a) active participation in class discussion

b) presentation of reading material in class

c) preparation and presentation of psycho-educational interventions in the Grabouw/Elgin community

d) Negotiated Research Assignment or Evaluation Report of involvement in the Botriver/Grabouw/Elgin project.

Schedule for Class Presentations for the Community Psychology Module:

	Date
	Topic
	Presenter

	10 March
	Introduction and course planning
	Tony Naidoo

	11 March
	Phelophepa Project/Jamestown Project
	Tony Naidoo

	12 March
	1. Critique of mainstream psychology

2. Community mental health
	

	13 March
	3. Core values of community psychology

4. Person-in-context /Ecological perspective 
	

	14 March
	5. Models of community intervention 

6. Levels of Psychological Intervention 
	

	17 March
	Community assessment visit to Botriver
	

	18 March
	7.  Roles of the Community Psychologist

8. Epistemological and methodological considerations (philosophy & method)
	

	19 March
	9. Salient Themes of Community Psychology (Cross cultural psychology; Social change; Prevention, etc)
	

	20 March
	Preparation of Overberg programme
	


