Appendix A: Intermediate and final research priority scores for all research questions proposed by expert working group, 2008 

	
	Percentage

	Research question
	Answerable
	Effective
	Deliverable
	Maximum impact?
	Equity
	Weighted score
	Agreement

	1. What HPSR is needed to determine the most effective intersectoral (social, economic and population-based) strategies for reducing consumption in high-risk groups (particularly men), thus reducing the burden of alcohol abuse?
	90.8
	88.8
	85.8
	81.0
	73.3
	85.9
	76.0

	2. What training, support and supervision will enable existing maternal and child health workers to recognize, and provide basic treatment for, common maternal, child and adolescent mental disorders?
	97.2
	80.8
	89.8
	59.8
	87.0
	83.3
	78.5

	3. What are the effectiveness and cost effectiveness of school-based interventions, including for children with special needs?
	95.2
	76.5
	91.2
	59.2
	87.3
	82.0
	78.6

	4. What HSPR is needed to estimate the effects of integrating management of child and adolescent mental disorders with that of other child and adolescent physical diseases, including poor nutrition?
	94.4
	75.5
	84.3
	66.3
	84.3
	81.4
	73.8

	5. How effective are early detection and simple, brief treatment methods that are culturally appropriate, implemented by non-specialist health workers in the course of routine primary care, and can be scaled up?
	93.3
	78.4
	88.3
	59.6
	83.3
	81.1
	78.5

	6. What is the cost effectiveness of trials of interventions for CMD in primary and secondary care?
	95.5
	87.7
	79.4
	60.0
	74.2
	80.3
	73.4

	7. What HSPR is needed to develop effective and cost-effective methods for delivering family interventions in low-resource settings to decrease relapses?
	96.8
	83.9
	79.4
	61.7
	74.2
	80.0
	77.9

	8. What HSPR is needed to develop feasible, effective and cost-effective ways of integrating parenting interventions and social skills in early childhood care?
	81.5
	81.5
	79.6
	69.2
	80.0
	79.8
	74.3

	9. How effective are new, culturally appropriate community-level interventions (e.g. family therapy) for child and adolescent mental disorders (including mental retardation and epilepsy)?
	97.2
	77.6
	87.0
	56.3
	79.2
	79.7
	75.3

	10. What is the effectiveness of dispensing antipsychotic medication by general community health workers, to reduce relapse and admission rates in people with psychoses?
	92.9
	72.6
	80.3
	66.7
	80.6
	79.1
	73.9

	11. What HSPR is needed to improve the detection of depression or CMD (and other specific services; e.g. maternal and child) and the delivery of mental health services in primary care settings in LAMI countries?
	87.7
	79.7
	78.4
	69.7
	70.6
	78.5
	68.6

	12. How effective are affordable models of community care (including rehabilitation) that are culturally appropriate and sustainable?
	81.7
	79.4
	79.4
	65.8
	79.0
	78.3
	72.6

	13. What HSPR is needed to identify barriers to access to care (e.g. stigma), and increase access to care, particularly early on in the course of the disorder?
	92.1
	86.3
	60.3
	65.0
	79.8
	77.8
	71.8

	14. How effective are new and innovative brief interventions for the prevention of alcohol abuse, particularly in adolescents and young adults?
	94.8
	75.9
	85.1
	55.6
	75.4
	77.6
	74.6

	15. What are the benefits of social interventions (e.g. microfinance and interventions for gender-based and other forms of interpersonal violence)?
	92.0
	76.9
	82.6
	56.1
	78.7
	77.6
	72.9

	16. What HSPR is needed to understand the costs and feasibility of increasing coverage for people with these disorders in LAMI countries?
	88.0
	72.5
	75.0
	68.2
	79.4
	77.4
	72.5

	17. How effective are new, innovative and simple cognitive and behavioural strategies, which can be administered by minimally trained local people, for management of depression and CMD?
	92.8
	71.2
	84.8
	60.2
	76.1
	77.3
	71.9

	18. What are the cost-effective tools for the detection of developmental disabilities?
	95.2
	80.0
	90.2
	45.8
	71.6
	76.7
	75.2

	19. What are the benefits of methodologies that increase the rates of recognition and appropriate basic minimum treatment (e.g. both psychotherapeutic and non-psychotherapeutic) by general health-care physicians and community health workers?
	90.6
	73.9
	76.5
	63.6
	75.7
	76.7
	70.8

	20. What are the benefits of integrating child and adolescent mental health service into general mental health services without compromising the particular needs of children and adolescents?
	89.8
	72.2
	81.5
	56.7
	79.6
	76.2
	70.1

	21. How effective are new models of partnerships with NGOs and voluntary organizations, to rehabilitate patients with chronic schizophrenia and other major psychoses?
	92.1
	74.6
	84.7
	47.6
	79.8
	75.7
	74.6

	22. What HSPR is needed to implement community-based strategies and to assess whether this leads to increased delivery of medication and psychosocial services?
	92.1
	73.8
	60.3
	69.0
	79.0
	75.5
	71.4

	23. How effective are problem solving counselling, peer counselling, CBT, IPT and anti-depressants in LAMI countries?
	91.8
	86.9
	58.7
	59.2
	70.2
	74.4
	69.4

	24. What is the effectiveness of family support interventions for child and adolescent mental disorders?
	92.6
	75.0
	79.6
	53.9
	68.5
	74.3
	71.4

	25. What is the effectiveness of interventions for conduct disorders and ADHD in resource-poor settings?
	88.9
	64.8
	78.7
	55.9
	79.6
	73.5
	71.8

	26. What are the economic benefits of reducing the disability or ”days out of role” of people with substance abuse?
	92.2
	70.4
	84.5
	50.0
	67.5
	73.0
	66.8

	27. What HSPR is needed to increase coverage of antidepressants to at least 50% of persons in need?
	82.6
	70.1
	45.7
	79.9
	75.0
	72.0
	67.5

	28. How effective are new interventions for child and adolescent mental disorders that fall outside the health-care sector?
	76.9
	61.2
	82.3
	57.6
	74.0
	70.8
	64.6

	29. How effective are early intervention programmes in low-resource settings, and how can these be integrated into primary care service?
	85.7
	65.0
	69.0
	56.7
	73.4
	70.2
	66.5

	30. What are the benefits of partnerships with NGOs and civil society organizations (e.g. schools; churches, mosques and temples; local community groups; and hospital or medical settings) to ascertain the strengths and weaknesses of different delivery channels of substance-use interventions? 
	85.0
	60.7
	80.0
	49.1
	75.8
	69.9
	65.3

	31. How effective are new, culturally appropriate, psychosocial interventions for CMD in low-resource settings?
	86.2
	64.4
	72.7
	56.1
	64.2
	69.0
	63.3

	32. What HSPR is needed to develop models of integrating primary care, community centres and acute beds?
	81.0
	60.8
	68.3
	61.1
	69.4
	68.5
	65.2

	33. How effective are support systems for spouses/families of people with alcohol and drug abuse problems?
	83.1
	69.6
	88.6
	33.3
	64.0
	67.6
	71.2

	34. What are the optimal dosages, duration of therapy and effectiveness of available pharmacotherapies for alcohol dependence in naturalistic settings?
	89.7
	75.5
	67.5
	45.5
	57.0
	67.5
	63.7

	35. What are the dose ranges, and different regimens (e.g. not taking pills every day) for selected antipsychotic medications that enhance effectiveness and reduce side-effects?
	77.0
	64.7
	69.5
	41.8
	68.3
	64.4
	65.9

	36. How effective are peer interventions in the prevention of child and adolescent mental disorders?
	81.7
	52.1
	79.4
	42.9
	67.6
	64.2
	63.6

	37. What is the feasibility of developing more efficacious and low-cost antidepressant or anti-anxiety drugs that improve rate of non-responsiveness, significantly decrease latency of effect, and have an improved side-effect profile?
	84.8
	63.9
	46.8
	53.3
	67.2
	63.4
	61.9

	38. What HSPR is needed to assess the types of human rights abuses experienced by people with psychotic disorders in LAMIs?
	88.9
	58.3
	64.6
	37.3
	70.2
	63.1
	62.9

	39. How effective are interventions that can be widely applied for acute stress disorder and PTSD?
	82.8
	66.1
	56.7
	48.3
	59.8
	63.1
	59.2

	40. What are the benefits of multisite RCTs to compare first and second-generation antipsychotics that evaluate efficacy, side-effects and cost effectiveness in low-resource settings?
	83.3
	76.2
	68.3
	21.8
	64.5
	62.6
	67.5

	41. What is the efficacy and safety of psychopharmacology in children and adolescents?
	81.5
	59.3
	56.5
	53.9
	58.3
	62.2
	59.6

	42. What are the benefits of more powerful and effective health-communication methods to increase awareness of alcohol and drug abuse?
	88.8
	62.3
	72.8
	29.6
	57.0
	61.5
	64.4

	43. What HSPR is needed to identify factors that promote resilience and recovery in communities?
	82.1
	62.9
	59.8
	44.7
	56.9
	61.4
	57.9

	44. How effective are community participatory models – peer counselling, lay people administering treatment, faith-based programs and other low-cost, community-based interventions? (Note: this applies to all disease groups)
	73.2
	47.6
	71.0
	42.0
	61.8
	58.8
	57.8

	45. Can we develop new drugs, vaccines and substitution medicines that are cost effective, to reduce addictive behaviours, improve recovery rates and reduce relapse rates?
	85.8
	50.0
	51.7
	52.8
	55.1
	58.8
	60.8

	46. How effective are the new, antipsychotic drugs and delivery methods for improved action and fewer side-effects?
	81.7
	70.5
	31.7
	49.2
	53.3
	58.0
	66.8

	47. How effective are new techniques for early detection and management of schizophrenia?
	77.8
	52.7
	42.5
	46.5
	63.9
	56.5
	59.0

	48. How effective are new, innovative and appropriate interventions in reducing poor mental health outcomes in at-risk children?
	64.8
	41.3
	55.9
	46.1
	70.8
	55.4
	55.0

	49. What are the benefits of a simpler classification of depressive and anxiety disorders in practice?
	72.1
	52.3
	58.3
	37.9
	55.4
	55.0
	53.5

	50. How effective are new drugs for the prevention and treatment of child and adolescent mental disorders such as psychosis?
	71.2
	43.9
	44.8
	58.2
	56.0
	55.0
	58.0

	51. How can large-scale, efficient and ethically sound drug discovery research be carried out in LAMI countries?
	61.9
	56.9
	44.2
	47.5
	56.6
	54.2
	52.9

	52. How effective are inexpensive, naturally occurring or pharmacological agents that make alcohol intake very unpleasant? (E.g. some antidepressants are used for smoking cessation)
	78.4
	50.0
	55.3
	27.2
	64.9
	54.1
	59.4

	53. What are the benefits of new and innovative mental health promotion and prevention programmes?
	60.8
	40.0
	55.8
	50.8
	49.2
	51.6
	54.1

	54. How effective are new, innovative interventions for alcohol and drug abuse that target biological vulnerability or predisposition, and the interplay between genetic and epigenetic mechanisms in causation and recovery?
	62.1
	47.1
	42.2
	49.0
	50.9
	50.7
	52.9

	55. What are the benefits of researching indigenous or local treatments (including non-traditional approaches such as acupuncture and herbal remedies) as potential treatments?
	61.9
	27.4
	51.8
	18.4
	59.5
	42.2
	59.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ADHD, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder; CBT, cognitive behavioural therapy; CMD, depression and common mental disorders; HPSR, health policy and systems research; IPT, interpersonal therapy; LAMI, low- and middle-income; NGO, nongovernmental organization; PTSD, post-traumatic stress disorder; RCT, randomised controlled trial

a Ranked by score in descending order.

