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Emergent writerly selves in first year literature students

Research on first year students’ integration into the academic environment is varied, ranging from focusing on their preparedness to engage with the academy with regard to linguistic fluency, social integration, to lecturers’ methods and techniques of providing input, to the establishment of various academic support programs and bridging courses, and recently, to an evaluation of the effectiveness of the programmes meant to foster academic development. The preoccupation with the performance of first years spans all disciplines and faculties. Writing ability is a concern across disciplines, and the research on writing has been as prolific. This research focuses on the ‘writerly’ identities (Ivanic, 1998) which students develop on entering the academy, and looks at students’ writing in the Humanities.

This paper describes an exploration of the development of first year students’ writing and of the identities evident in their writing. Ivanic’s (1998) four strands that shape the writerly self, namely the autobiographical, the authorial, the discoursal/textual self, and social self-hood, provide a framework within which the students writing is analysed and classified. A textual analysis is conducted on essays of 5 first year English Literary Studies students in an effort to identify dominant features of their writing, and to identify dominant aspects of their writerly selves. The results of this research are particularly useful for syllabus selection and ordering, and for addressing writing and learning concerns at classroom level, as tutors are also part of this research.

