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Librarian/lecturer partnerships and e-learning: “taking” the library resources to the students

The ultimate challenge for us as academic librarians is to extend our educational partnership role and to contribute proactively to the development of an information literate student community. The South African Qualifications Authority requires that students achieve certain general competencies during the course of their studies and Stellenbosch University’s Learning and Teaching Policy considers information literacy a critical building block of learning and teaching. The incorporation of a library module into WebCT Vista, an e-learning software programme, highlights the important advantage of 24/7 365 days seamless access, no physical library building or operational hours restrictions and library information sources accessible to off -campus students.

A librarian from Stellenbosch Library & Information Service will share with delegates the importance of collaboration with lecturers and a demonstration on how a course management software programme (WebCT Vista) can be utilized to enhance student learning and promote information literacy. The presenter will give a practical demonstration on how a library module was developed for the academic module Chemistry 214. She will illustrate the collaboration between the librarian and lecturer in using e-learning as a tool to ensure that students learn how to find relevant information for their specific assignment and reference or cite the sources correctly.
