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Community, Self and Identity: Reflections on the use of the e-Learning Platform

A team consisting of members from: the Psychology Department (SU), the Centre for Teaching and Learning (SU) and the Social Work Department (SU) collaborated on an educational research project from 2003 – 2007.  The project is a research based approach to educational renewal.  The aims were:

· To investigate the value of particular innovative curricular activities in the social service and allied health professions involving students in face-to-face and e-learning modes of instruction 

· To analyse how institutional, social and biographical differences influence students’ engagement with each other and with dominant disciplinary constructs and in so doing, to suggest new ways to extend agency and critical reflexivity to students and instructors 

· To analyse the challenges and potential in inter-disciplinary and inter-institutional curriculum development.

The target audience was fourth year students in the above-mentioned departments.  The course lasted one quarter, and thanks to the e-Learning platform, provided data for six journal manuscripts, out of which two have thus far been accepted for publication.This presentation reflects on the value of the e-Learning platform as a key component of the collaboration, for research and educational purposes.  It shows that the electronic component has several key advantages, as well as challenges. 
The advantages included: Recording and storage of data, Ease of communication across institutions.
The disadvantages included: Reliance on infrastructure (power cuts), Resources and equity issues and power issues. 

Several of these advantages and disadvantages cut to the heart of the collaboration between the two institutions, and to the collaboration between students at the two institutions. The take-home message is that with careful pre-planning, e-Learning provides a powerful contribution to teaching and learning and research-based curriculum innovation. 

