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Studente persepsies en ervaring van ’n ouditsimulasie

Die sillabusse van die Suid-Afrikaanse Instituut vir Geoktrooieerde Rekenmeesters (SAIGR) en die International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) vereis integrasie van Informasie Tegnologie (IT) met die professionale vakke (insluitend Ouditkunde) wat benodig word om te kwalifiseer as geoktrooierde rekenmeesters. Daar is ook internasionaal vertoë dat die manier waarop Ouditkunde aangebied word, verander behoort te word. Teen hierdie agtergrond het Universiteit Stellenbosch se Rekeningkunde Departement ‘n ouditsimulasie ontwikkel. Die simulasie neem die studente deur die hele ouditproses, vanaf aanvaarding van ‘n nuwe kliënt, deur stawingsprosedures tot by die afhandelingsaktiwiteite en vereis van studente om deurlopend ouditwerkspapiere op te stel. Die stawingsprosedures fokus op voorraad en word gebaseer op ‘n databasis wat groot genoeg is om studente aan te moedig om effektief gebruik te maak van IT. Die leerdoelwitte van die simulasie is om Ouditkunde te integreer met IT, asook om studente bloot te stel aan ‘n oudit wat so na as moontlik aan die werklikheid is as wat in ‘n klasomgewing bereik kan word. ‘n Vraelys is ontwikkel om studente se persepsies van die simulasie te toets en hierdie studie rapporteer die resultate van die vraelys. Die simulasie is oor die algemeen positief ervaar. Studente het gevoel dat die simulasie bygedra het tot hul begrip van Ouditkunde en hul bewus gemaak van die praktiese toepassing van IT-funksionaliteite. Die grootste punt van kritiek is dat studente voel dit neem te veel van hul tyd in beslag. Die studie is van algemene relevansie vir opvoedkundiges, aangesien die beginsels en resultate toepaslik is op simulasies in enige omgewing en waarskynlik ook op die gebruik van gevallestudies.

Students’ perceptions of the usefulness of an audit simulation

The syllabi of the South African Institute of Chartered Accountants as well as the International Federation of Accountants require integration of Information Technology with the professional subjects, including Auditing, that are required to become qualified chartered accountants. Internationally there have also been calls to change the way in which Auditing is taught. Against this background an audit simulation was developed by the Accounting Department of Stellenbosch University. The audit simulation takes the students through the whole audit process, from accepting the client to the completion activities and requires students to prepare working papers. Substantive procedures focus on stock and use a database large enough to force students to make use of Information Technology. The learning objectives of the simulation are to integrate Auditing with Information Technology as well as to expose students to an audit that is as close to real life as possible in the classroom. A questionnaire was developed to test students’ perceptions on the questionnaire and this study reports on the results of this questionnaire. In general the simulation was favourably received and positively experienced. Students were of the opinion that the simulation contributed to their understanding of Auditing and made them aware of the practical application of Information Technology functionalities. The main point of criticism is that students perceive it to take too much time. The study is of general relevance to educators, as the principles and findings are applicable to a simulation in any environment and by extension to the use of case studies
