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The new struggle

Most academic staff at tertiary institutions has been confronted with the reality that the typical 1st year student has changed dramatically over the past couple of years. The changing schooling system would probably be singled out as the main reason for the “lack of prior knowledge”. We should however be aware of the fact that institutions of higher learning provide the “input” to the schooling system as many institutions are involved in the training of teachers.

The University of Stellenbosch is a residential institution where we expect our students to attend lectures and practicals on campus. Should we therefore not spend some time reflecting on what we are “doing” with the students when they are on campus? The university is committed to a student-centred approach to teaching and learning, but what does this mean in reality? How do we handle the diversity (language, academic ability, race) in large 1st year classes? Are we utilizing innovative approaches to actively engage our students in their learning? Are we actively promoting student development as an outcome of our modules? In this presentation the author will attempt to address these questions by reflecting on his own development as lecturer involved with 1st year students over the past 11 years. (205)

