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STRANGE BUT TRUE
Man see, man do- but using monkey insect-
repellent is a tough act to follow.  Capuchin
monkeys have perfected their own insect
repellent – but it won’t be on the shelves at
your local chemist any time soon.

For one thing, the monkeys get it from the body of
a freshly squashed 1- centimeter millipede.  And
the only human brave enough to try it so far – one
of the team of Americans scientists who dis-
covered it – collapsed in agony.  Deep in the
jungle, wedge-capped capuchin monkeys – the
species which used to be trained to accompany
organ grinders – can be found gathering in groups
of up to 35 for mass rub-down sessions.  The
lotion they use comes from a freshly-squashed
Orthoporus dosovittatus millipede.  American
researchers working at Venezuela’s Fudno
Pecuario Masaguaral jungle reserve studied
capuchins rooting around in termite mounds or
behind loose tree bark hoping to find a plump,
10 cm specimen.  Apparently one is potent
enough for the entire group.

Impatient monkeys waiting for their comrades to
pass the squashed millipede rubbed their bodies
against a capuchin already dripping with the
juice.  The toxic liquid set the monkeys
drooling, with glazed eyes, but didn’t stop them
smearing themselves with the liquids, especially
if they were being menaced by mosquitoes.
“You’ll see one or more monkeys looking
frenzied and agitated, their bodies contorted, as
they’re patting themselves all over,” said
Ximena Vlderrama, a graduate anthropology
student from Columbia University.  When
Thomas Eisner of Cornell University tried the
monkeys’ technique himself, he fell to his knees
in excruciating pain.  The millipede juice is far
more powerful than the strongest jungle strength
repellent used by the army.  For years,
researchers have speculated that rainforest
monkeys use plants as painkillers, antibiotics, or
even hallucinogenics.  Now there seems to be
proof that monkeys make their own medicine.

– The Independent -
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